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We are pleased to report, despite Covid-19 and all of the challenges 
it has presented, the construction of schools and facilities has 
continued on schedule in the Fife School District! Here is an 
update of what has been happening.

SURPRISE LAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL
The new Surprise Lake Middle School (SLMS) is beautiful, and we 
know the staff and students are thrilled to be in their new learning 
home. The classrooms and shared learning areas were specifically 
designed to encourage student learning and collaboration, and 
the new turf and resurfaced track look amazing. One part of the 
project that is a “secret” of sorts is the nature trail area behind the 
school. Check out some of the pictures included in this newsletter 
to see birdhouses, paths, and bridges. 

FIFE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Progress on Fife Elementary School (FES), the future home of 
the Falcons, is on target and slated for a Fall 2021 opening. One 
of the fun challenges of this project is by the time we have our 
correspondence set to go out with accompanying pictures, the 

pictures already seem a bit dated! The building has the exterior 
surface going up, and drywall is currently being installed. The 
covered outdoor play area, along with both gyms and the stage, are 
built as well. We can’t wait to see what it looks like in another month!
 
FHS STEAM CENTER OF INNOVATION
The site of the FHS STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts & Mathematics) Center has all of the sitework completed, 
and we are looking forward to construction beginning soon!

As always, we want to thank our partners in all of these 
projects - Integrus and McGranahan Architects, Cornerstone 
and Pease Construction, and our good friends from ESD 
112-Construction Services Group (CSG).  A considerable amount 
of time is spent with these professional colleagues, and the 
collaboration has made the work even more fun and interesting.
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FIFE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ON TRACK FOR FALL 2021

As of March 2, The Fife School district has welcomed back all students in grades 
K-12 whose families have opted for hybrid in-person instruction. The last month 

has been much like the start of a new year, with all staff focused on building classroom 
climate and relationships, while also teaching new safety practices and procedures in the 
era of Covid-19. Student and staff safety is paramount in our schools, and families can take 
comfort in knowing every safety measure, as recommended by the WA Department of Health 
and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, has been implemented to ensure as safe of a 
learning environment as possible is maintained at all times.

THE FIFE SCHOOL DISTRICT WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME THE 11 NEW CERTIFICATED AND MORE THAN 20 NEW 
CLASSIFIED STAFF MEMBERS WHO HAVE JOINED THE FIFE FAMILY FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 20-21 SCHOOL YEAR

Construction updates...continued 
 A FIRST LOOK AT THE NEWLY COMPLETED SURPRISE LAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Hedden - 4th Grade

Fife welcomes new hires to support hybrid learning

ALL FIFE SCHOOLS WELCOME 
BACK IN-PERSON LEARNERS 

Keith Asfour

State-of-the-art classrooms with large 
windows maximize natural light 

Library featuring floor-to-ceiling windows 
and wood reclaimed from the original SLMS

Sabers enjoying PE in the expansive new 
gymnasium
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The new Surprise Lake Middle 
School Commons, as seen in 

the original architectual renderings 
(at left) published in our Spring 2019 
issue of Community Connections, 
and as seen today (at right). Note 
the traditional table seating has 
been replaced by desks for the  
maintaining of all social distancing 
protocols during lunch sessions and 
other Commons uses.  

FHS - Social Studies
Jimmy Candella

Hedden - Librarian
Moira Foley

Endeavour - Reading
Tanya Kidder

Endeavour - 4th Grade
Kacie Lane

Hedden - 3rd Grade
Madison Larson

Hedden - 4th Grade
Katie Mackey

Endeavour - 4th Grade
Sara Patterson

Endeavour - 2nd Grade
Jereme Scheidt

SLMS - Counselor
Katie Seiple

Endeavour - Art
Hillary Thoren

Nature trail pathway and bridge behind 
Surprise Lake Middle School 

Birdhouse installed on the nature trail to 
encourage nesting of native bird species

Beautiful new track and field on the Surprise 
Lake Middle School campus

Visit bit.ly/fifekindergarten for details! 

Walls of windows with a Mt. Rainier view (on 
a clear day) will be a feature of the library

The gymnasium taking shape at the new 
Fife Elementary School campus  

Aerial view showing the new Fife 
Elementary with central courtyard

Bridge walkway to the Fife Elementary 
Library
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
March, 2021? It is hard to believe that school was shut down in March, 2020, and here we are one year later welcoming our students back to in-person 
learning. As of March 2, 2021 all schools in the district are conducting in-person hybrid learning. While the hybrid environment is certainly not a full time, 
pre-pandemic school environment to which we desire to return, we are well on our way and making the most of the requirements and restrictions in Fife!

We also miss our students who are remaining in remote learning and cannot wait to have everyone back in our classrooms, in our cafeterias, at sporting 
events, at recess, and doing everything else that makes the educational experience in Fife so great!  

As we have been teaching and learning remotely, other areas of the district have moved forward this past year. Most notably, and probably most visibly, is 
the construction and upgrading of our built environments at all schools. As you will see in this issue, progress of our 2018 Bond Program has continued to 
move forward, and we are seeing some amazing improvements and results. The new Surprise Lake Middle School is complete and is an outstanding gift to 
our Fife/Milton/Edgewood community. Although we can’t hold an open house currently, we will do so when possible so all community members have the 
opportunity to see first-hand the remarkable transformation that has taken place on that campus.

The new Fife Elementary School (FES) is on target to open in September, 2021 and will be just as fantastic as SLMS. As we had the same architectural team 
and contractor for both schools, you will see many similarities. One big step that was completed this winter was the process of reorganizing our K-5 school 
boundaries. As you know, FES will open this fall as a K-5 school. Discovery and Hedden Elementary will be reconfigured with grades K-2 at Discovery and 
grades 3-5 at Hedden. A committee was formed this fall, made up of parents and school staff, to look at our current K-5 boundaries, examine data, and give 
our school board a recommendation for new boundaries to serve our elementary schools. The committee made their recommendation to the board of 
directors in December. If you have a child entering grades K-5 for the 2021-2022 school year, you will be given information in early April as to where your child 
will be attending school next year. We will be sharing and posting this information online so you have plenty of time to prepare. 
Likewise, we will be working with our K-5 teachers this spring on their 2021-2022 teaching location and assignments. This 
will be a change for a lot of people but one that will bring a fresh start to all of our elementary schools and school 
staff! 

Another big project to keep an eye on is the 32,000 sq. ft. addition at Fife High School named the STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts & Mathematics) Center of Innovation. This addition will be constructed where 
the old portable classrooms used to sit near the Fife city pool. This project will obviously replace all of the 
portable classrooms, but more importantly, it will bring our science labs, business classrooms, student 
store, art studio, and more up to current standards. The STEAM Center will also be a “hub” for students 
and another area where students and teachers can collaborate with one another in a truly state-of-the-
art building! Current site preparation on the Fife High School campus is shown at right.

As always, we have created specific websites for both the reopening of our schools this spring and for 
construction updates. I encourage you to visit our website and check out “Reopening Central” (bit.ly/fife-
reopening) and our construction page “Building for Tomorrow” (fifeschools.com/tomorrow). 

Thank you for your continued support as we have navigated through this unprecedented time. We 
appreciate both your patience and understanding.

 

Kevin Alfano, Superintendent
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complaints of alleged discrimination: Title IX Coordinator, Ben Ramirez - Deputy Superintendent, bramirez@fifeschools.com. Section 504/ADA Coordinator, Nancy Fitta - Executive Director of Student Services, nfitta@fifeschools.com.


